Friday 4 December 2020
This week we changed our covid-19 secure routines to allow all students access to specialist teaching
rooms whilst still maintaining strict measures to keep the community safe. Staff have relished being
back in their own teaching base and students have enjoyed working in more practical spaces such as
the Art studios and Technology workshops. The standard of work and level of learning is very
impressive – this week alone we have observed Year 10 Art homework that would not look out of place
in a gallery; English speaking exams performed to perfection and some extraordinarily complicated
Maths equations solved!
Whilst we are not quite there yet, with two more weeks of hard work to
complete, the Christmas break is within sight. I think everybody is looking
forward to a some rest and relaxation over the festive period. Our English
team have been promoting reading with students with a “12 days of
Christmas” reading advent calendar in tutorial time each morning and staff
have been preparing a surprise for the students to enjoy (hopefully!) on the
last day. We are supporting different charities in the run up to Christmas
and would appreciate any support that you are able to give – full details on
the next page. We are asking students to consider alternatives to sending
Christmas cards this year, both from an environmental and health & safety
point of view. Maybe donate what they would have spent on cards to one
of the charities we are supporting.
Thank you to “Friends of DMA” for their generous donation to have a
Christmas tree, with decorations and lights and the front of the Academy to
welcome everyone as they arrive. If you are interested in becoming a
member of the organising committee, please get in touch via the “FODMA”
Facebook page.
Fantastic news from Athena Sixth Form College where all three of our
applicants to Cambridge University have earned interviews that will take
place within the next few weeks. The hard work has really paid off for
Keelan, Rosie and Adam and we wish them all the best in their preparations.

Next week sees the return of our extra-curricular clubs – please see later
in this newsletter for the timetable so far. We hope to expand this in the
new year as we firmly believe that school should provide young people
with opportunities to learn new skills and meet new people outside of
academic classes. If any parents/carers would like to discuss offering a
club at the school, please do get in touch. To allow more students the
chance to take part in after school clubs, we will be organising “late
buses” for Monday to Thursday each week – we will share more details of
how to book your child a seat on these buses very soon.
Mark Eastwood
Senior Deputy Headteacher

Rotary Club shoe box appeal
In the run up to Christmas, we will be taking part
in the Rotary Shoebox Scheme. This is an
opportunity to provide Christmas gifts for
children and families in European countries such
as Ukraine, Moldova and Romania.
We will be putting together shoeboxes in each
form group for the appeal and all students are
encouraged to donate items such as toys,
games, pens, toothbrushes, socks and toiletries.
The shoeboxes will be distributed to those in
disadvantaged families and refuges to spread a
little happiness this Christmas.
If you would like to donate directly, please bring
items to Reception in plenty of time so they can
be quarantined to be covid-safe before including
in the boxes

Christmas dinner
We are looking forward to serving a traditional
Christmas dinner on Tuesday 15th December for all
students.
Turkey, stuffing, pigs in blankets, Yorkshire puddings,
roast potatoes, vegetables & gravy followed by ice
cream & a drink will cost just £3. A vegetarian option
will also be available.
If your child would like to enjoy this meal, can you
please book on parentmail no later than 8th
December. Please note that no other hot or cold
food will be served that day to allow us time to
prepare.

Christmas Jumper Day
On Friday 18 December, all
students and staff are invited to
wear a Christmas jumper (with
all other normal uniform) and
contribute £1 towards Save the
Children’s charity appeal. So
our staff are not handling lots of
cash, please can parents/carers
donate through ParentMail.

Friday 18 December: early closing
The last day of term will be the traditional half day for students
with school closing at 12:30. All buses will leave at 12:45 –
students travelling home on Bus 13, 37 or 40 will join other
services to get home for that day. The first two lessons will take
place in the morning and all students will have an extended
break time at 10:45-11:15. Please provide a packed lunch for
your child on this day as the canteen will only be serving
lunches to those children in receipt of free school meals.

Horrible Histories?

Not at DMA!
The introduction of iPads has certainly been a hit
in the History department. Mr McCloskey’s Year
7s have been using them to create diagrams that
demonstrate how William the Conqueror used
language, castles, cathedrals and the feudal
system to control England following the Norman
Conquest. Continuing on the theme of power
and control, Year 8 have been considering the
causes of the English Civil War and have worked
really hard on their assessments. There’s even
been time for some classes to create fantastic
animations of Cavaliers and Roundheads – it’s
fair to say some of the animations really
embodied the battles of the English Civil War!

Year 9 History lessons have been a source of
purposeful, insightful and powerful conversations
regarding the progress experienced by African
Americans, women and LGBT+ people during the
twentieth century. Students in Year 9 have studied
key events during this time period, heard about
events such as the Stonewall riots from
eyewitnesses and considered the discrimination
and barriers to everyday life faced by minority
groups. This week, the students have been
consolidating their knowledge and working hard
on their assessments, which focus on change and
continuity over the time period. Mr Williams’ class
had an extra special treat, as he then introduced
the First World War with a selection of artefacts
from the trenches!
All the staff in the department have commented
on the fantastic level of engagement with this
topic; it is clear that students have enjoyed the
content and are striving to improve their
attainment from their last assessment. Keep up
the hard work, Year 9!

Over in Year 10, our brand new Ancient
History GCSE is well under way, with
students coming to the end of their breadth
study on the Persian Empire. Our written
ancient sources are often narrative, and the
students are now well aware to take what
Herodotus tells us with a pinch of salt! This
week, students have been creating story
boards of the key events of the Persian
revenge on the Greek city-states following a
revolt against their rule, and identifying the
key aspects of the famous Battle of
Marathon. The Athenian citizens remaining
in Athens while the battle took place were
under orders to commit suicide rather than
fall into Persian hands. Following the
Athenian army’s victory, a Greek runner,
Pheidippides, is said to have run from
Marathon to Athens to inform the citizens
of the victory to ensure this did not happen.
We are told he collapsed and died
immediately after. The class played a
surprisingly competitive, socially distanced
game based on musical chairs and proved to
Ms Hyde that they have got to grips with
the
key
events
of
the
battle.
Miss Buller’s Year 10 History students have
also been out of their seats, using texts and
maps to work out the trade routes of
different products across the British Empire
in the eighteenth century, and Mr Hewitt
has been making great use of audio to
support his Year 11s immerse themselves in
the culture of 1920s America.

History at Athena College can be just as competitive, with Year 12 creating a chronology bridge
of the events of Hitler’s consolidation of power, which students then had to cross by answering
questions on the topic. It was a great success, and really helped students to understand a
complex topic in the study of Nazi Germany. Mrs Norman’s Politics students have been intently
following the US election, which has been a great learning tool for the upcoming topic on the
American electoral system.
Finally, a big well done must be said to Year 11 and Year 13 who have recently completed their
mock exams. With feedback just around the corner, there is plenty to be proud of and clear
points of improvement. Keep working hard and you will reap the rewards!

Tempted by
Teaching?
Teaching has to be one the most rewarding careers out there.
To spend all day helping young people to grapple and be
successful with the subject that you love and to see their
confidence and passion for the subject grow each lesson is so
gratifying.
Robert Penny is a Maths teacher at Downham Market Academy
and Athena Sixth Form College who trained with us last year.
Having lived in Downham Market most of his life, Robert
ventured north to study for a degree in Mathematics at the
University of Nottingham and returned to Norfolk not entirely
sure of his career path...
“I had looked at a number of routes into teaching, such as Teach
First or through UCAS, but none appealed to me so I began
working as an analyst for an optimisation software company. I
heard through word of mouth about an opportunity in the
Maths department at DMA and I joined as a Maths mentor to
GCSE students who needed additional support. When the new
academic year arrived, the school funded my training for a
teaching qualification (PGCE with QTS) at the University of
Buckingham. This was a brilliant way to get into teaching
because I gained plenty of classroom experience and as I was
employed by the school, I was able to earn whilst learning on the
job. The school were very supportive and provided a mentor for
me to work with on planning lessons and developing my
teaching skills each week. Over the course of the year I
compiled a portfolio of evidence to show I was meeting the
teaching standards and also wrote essays based on educational
research and theory. It was a very busy year but I was fully
supported by senior staff at the school and colleagues within my
department. I’ve gone from strength to strength in a job that I
love and I look forward to many more years in the teaching
profession.”
Downham Market Academy successfully supported four
graduates to achieve their teaching qualification, all of whom are
thriving within our school community. This year we have a
further four colleagues pursuing this route into teaching and we
are very impressed and proud of their success so far.
If you are a graduate, interested in starting a new career in
teaching, please do get in touch with us at the Academy to
discuss your aspirations and skills and the possibility of following
Robert into teaching at Downham Market Academy.

Extracurricular Clubs
Mon A

Tues A

Weds A

Thurs A

A City Through
Time Y7

Lunch

Fri A

Historical Drama

Y9 Sports
Homework 7-11
Y10 Sports

Wargames

Homework 7-11

Homework 7-11

Keyboard Y8

Drama/Dance
Y7-10

KS3
Coding/Game
maker

After School

Y8 Sports

Y7 Sports

Homework 7-11

Homework 7-11

Thurs B

Fri B

Film Club Y8-10
Y7 Dance
Y7 Ukelele

Mon B

Tues B

Weds B
A City Through
Time Y7

Lunch

Historical Drama

Y9 Sports

Homework 7-11
After School

Science Y7-11
Y8 Rock and Pop

Y10 Sports

Homework 7-11

Homework 7-11

Wargames

Drama/Dance
Y7-10

KS3
Coding/Game
maker

Y8 Sports

Y7 Sports

Homework 7-11

Homework 7-11

Film Club Y8-10
Y8 Dance
Y9 Rock and Pop

2813 2364 2104 2474
Above & Beyond points

Upcoming dates
Tuesday 15 December

Christmas Dinner

Friday 18 December

Non-uniform: Christmas Jumper Day
Half day closing at 12:30
Last day of term

Monday 4 January

First day of spring term

Parents’ Evenings
Year 7

Thursday 6 May 2021

Year 8

Thursday 25 March 2021

Year 9

Thursday 26 November 2020

Year 10

Thursday 4 February 2021

Year 11

Thursday 21 January 2021

Term dates
Term

Starts

Ends

Autumn 1

7/8 September 2020

23 October 2020

Autumn 2

2 November 2020

18 December 2020

Spring 1

4 January 2021

12 February 2021

Spring 2

22 February 2021

26 March 2021

Summer 1

12 April 2021

28 May 2021

Summer 2

7 June 2021

21 July 2021

