Friday 11 June 2021

It has been another action-packed week at Downham Market Academy following a
restful break for all over half term.
On the Friday before half term we bid “farewell” to our Year 11 students who enjoyed a
celebration day including BBQ, presentation and special mementos from Mrs Collins,
Head of Year 11.
We welcomed a special visitor this week who has visited many lessons and met with
both staff and students to get a feel for life at DMA. He has been very impressed and
commented positively on the quality of teaching & learning and also the calm,
purposeful and respectful environment both in lessons and at social times.
Year 10 students have been completing final preparations ahead of their first set of full
GCSE mock exams that start on Monday.
As the school continues to grow and improve, we welcome more students and this
means we need more teachers. Over the last few months we have been busy recruiting
across many subject areas to complement the staff team that we already have. We
have attracted some highly-qualified and innovative teachers that we are very excited
to work with in the new year.
Following student feedback, work has continued on improving social spaces around the
school. An ex student who now runs his own landscaping and building company,
Marriott’s Landscaping, has built raised planters and large pergolas in the playground
area that will provide shade and seating zones for students.
The next few weeks have lots of exciting things planned including trips and events in
school – it will be a busy end to the year!
Mark Eastwood (Senior Deputy Headteacher)

We have a new home/school
communication system…
You will shortly receive an email from “EduLink Message
DMA” inviting you to join our new communication
network.
Following feedback from parents and after a trial with a
group of you, we are ready to start using our new system
“EduLink One”. This will replace ParentMail as our
means of communicating with parents and there are so
many more benefits that are outlined in the attached
information guide.
It is important that all parents activate their account
using either a web browser or by downloading the app to
your phone or tablet as this will be the sole way that we
communicate with you.

The exams are the first opportunity students in Year 10 will have to
demonstrate their strengths and areas for development using whole GCSE
papers, marked and graded to published criteria and boundaries. It is
important that everyone takes these exams very seriously and prepares
thoroughly for them by revising and making sure they are fully equipped each
day (scientific calculators are essential!).
Every morning students can join their subject teachers in the Dining Hall for a
healthy breakfast from 8:30 for some final preparation and advice before they
make their way to the morning exam at 8:45.
Please do make sure that your child(ren) do continue to revise over the
weekend and every afternoon/evening. Thorough preparation now will pay
dividends not only for these assessments but also for others in Year 11 as we
build towards the final exams this time next year (fingers crossed!).
Specific information packs have been provided to students and were emailed
home to parents & carers before the half term break to advise which topics
students need to focus their efforts on. Good luck to everyone!

The vision of Athena College echoes the quality and
personality of Downham Market itself: safe, inclusive and
welcoming.
Our passion, enthusiasm and care is our commitment to
supporting and encouraging as many applications as possible
to Athena College from the young people of Downham
Market town.
Once with us, Athena staff work hard to shape the futures
and change the lives of all young people who choose to come
and study with us.
Whilst we drive positive communication skills in our young
people, we strive to give students from Downham Market, as
many life experiences as possible. This is in order to help
prepare local students for the demands of adult life and to
maximise their chances of personal fulfilment and happiness
in life after Athena.
We offer a wide range of courses to provide natural
extensions to existing options at KS4 as well as exciting new
subjects. All students are encouraged to take part in the EPQ
to supplement academic grades.
We are still welcoming applications for our September intake
– please visit our website (below) for more details of the
courses, entrance requirements and how to apply.
We look forward to hearing from you!
Jo Geary (Director of Athena Sixth Form College)

https://athena-college.co.uk/

Courses for parents & carers… fully funded!
Due to Government Funding in the Adult Education Budget, we have
several Free online Level 2 Accredited Courses available to Parents to help better
understand some key issues around young people's mental health and wellbeing.

Here's some of our most popular subjects available:
Understanding Children and Young Peoples Mental Health (Understand factors
which may affect Young Peoples mental health, the impact that they have and
how to support them with these issues)
Understanding Autism (learn how individuals process sensory information,
understand characteristics, understand conditions, learn how speech, language
and communication differ in people with Autism)
Understanding Behaviour That Challenges (supporting positive behaviour,
effective communication & how to manage challenging behaviour)
Understanding Specific Learning Difficulties (understand characteristics of ADHD,
ADD, Dyslexia & Dyscalculia, importance of early diagnosis, assessment methods
available to diagnose learning difficulties)
On average the courses take between 20-35 hours to complete (dependent on
each individual's learning ability) within in a 10-week window and are completed
on a laptop or computer at the learner's home. No Exams, end
point assessments are involved, the courses are purely Q&A based and
are available to you 24/7. You can do as many as you like, however you can just
do one at a time.
The only criteria the learner must meet to be eligible, is the following..
• Aged 19 or over on or before 31st August 2020
• Have lived in the UK/EU for 3+ years
• Not already on a Government funded course (Apprenticeship for example)
The course is completely free, but the learning provider reserves the right to
charge a drop out fee in the event a learner enrols but then drops out without
providing a reason (please note this is down to the individual and NOT the school
- this will be highlighted when I call them once registered). That said, the college
will grant extensions if the learner has a reason as to why they won't be able to
complete it within the 10 weeks.
Apply directly to “The Aim Group” on this link

