
What a six weeks that has been!

It’s astonishing really when you look back to the end of the winter term when a
phased return and mass testing was first announced and then fast forward two
weeks of Christmas and we’re on a full lockdown and total remote learning.

But what a response from the DMA community – I am so proud of everyone for
pulling together and being determined to ensure that education not only
continues but continues to excel. We are seeing outstanding attendance to live
lessons and some truly brilliant work being submitted in response to the creative
and challenging tasks that our teachers are setting. We are so grateful for all of
the support from parents and carers in making sure that students are prepared
and ready to learn each morning and that they focus and commitment remains
high throughout the day.

It has been tiring for all and I know that lots of people are looking forward to a
few screen-free days over the half term break. We will be back with lots of
exciting lessons from 8:50 on Monday 22 February.

It is during this week that we are expecting to hear Government plans, not only
on how grades for Year 11 and 13 students will be determined and what evidence
we will need to provide, but also on the reopening of schools. We know that
everyone will continue to learn remotely until at least 8 March but we hope to be
able to welcome more students back into school after this date – as soon as we
know more, we will communicate our plans to parents and carers.

We have been busy recruiting this half term and are still interested to hear from
new or experienced teachers of English, Maths, MFL, Technology and Ethics. We
also have an exciting vacancy for a KS2 teacher to join us and work with students
more affected by the pandemic and time out of school. More details can be
found on the Eastern Learning Alliance vacancies website.

Have a great half term break

Mark Eastwood

Senior Deputy Headteacher

Friday 12 February 2021

https://easternlearningalliance.org.uk/vacancies/


iPad Helpful Tips!

Correct Time Zone

Go to the settings on your iPad, scroll down on the left side to Privacy, after
clicking on Privacy, turn Location Services On and this will correct the time.

Not receiving ooblemail emails

If students are having issues with not receiving emails, make sure that they
have a passcode setup on the iPad. Sometimes it is necessary to change their
passcode in order to start receiving emails and notifications. Students should
access emails through the email app on their home page. However, they can
simply open up a browser window, type in login.microsoftonline.com, enter
their ooblemail and password and they will have access to all the Office 365
apps, including their email.

Storage

On some student’s iPads they are eating up the storage on them quickly. So, if
students are storing unnecessary items on the iPads they may want to remove
this as they will soon run out of storage. Likely to be videos and pictures.

Updates

On Thursdays we push out any updates to apps on the iPads. It is important for
students to remember to plug in their iPads and keep them on Thursdays after
school, they will then get any updates automatically to keep the iPad running
at optimum levels



PSHE Life Online Day

On Thursday 11th February we held a drop-down day entitled 'Life Online' which 
was a fantastic success with our amazing students developing their PSHE online 
knowledge.

99% of students surveyed said that they feel more confident to spot fake news 
and online scams. A further 92% said that the tasks were helpful and useful. The 
survey revealed almost half of students worked remotely with a friend or with a 
member of their family at home. Here is what our enthusiastic students said:

Life Online Day has taught me....
"How to stay safe online and take care of my mental health."
"Scammers use many techniques to try and scam you, like pretending to be big 
brands."
"That people can feel upset at online photos and it can make them doubt 
themselves and make them worried about how they look."

I will change my life online by....
"Making sure my profiles are set to private."
"Not jumping in without testing how deep I will fall."
"Not spending so much time online and spending more time with family and 
pets."

Best activity wordle

Mrs Lonsdale



Charlie

Scarlett

Tamsin

Iona

Theo

Year 7 Assessment 
drawing task:

Students were asked to 
create a tonal still life 

drawing inspired by the 
work of Paul Cezanne. 

They used either 
traditional drawing 

materials or iPads to 
make their images.



Year 8 students created a landscape window view in the medium of their 
choice. They used mark making techniques and were inspired by Vincent 

van Gogh, and David Hockney’s window project. 

Molly



Year 9 students 
created a symbolic 

self-portrait, 
inspired by Frida 
Kahlo, and based 
on the research 

they did about the 
artist and her 

work. 

Charlie



Phillippa is in Year 10 and created a sustained drawing in 

graphite from own photo, and analysis of own work.

I feel this portrait was fairly successful as I believe the proportions are similar to
the photo and I accurately depicted the highlights around the subjects cheeks and
eyes. However to improve in the future, I would like to include greater and more
accurate detail around the jumper neck and work on improving the shape of the
teeth. I feel my varied use of line helped create a more realistic edge to the piece
as the lack of loose lines makes the piece appear more photorealistic. I feel that
working in pencil means it is easier include a range of tones, particularly mid tones
as I feel I did in my piece however it means the piece is monochrome and doesn’t
contain colour. Although this means it looks less vivid and has a less of a joyous
atmosphere about it. I think it fits the meaning Behind this piece as through this
work I was attempting to repress a disordered and chaotic emotion of
hopelessness or anger as well as reflecting how different people might either hide
or express such emotions. This started as an experiment as I am fascinated by how
people adapt their actions to fit how they want others to see them, often hiding
emotions or values whilst enhancing and highlighting other features in order to be
perceived by a specific person in a specific way.



Year 11 continue to enhance 
their own drawings or 

photographs.  Emily stitched 
over her own botanical 

photographs to add an extra 
dimension of complexity and 

meaning and Holly has 
enhanced her own photo 

using mark-making in white 
pen.



Year 13 students explored the 
work of guest artist Chris Hawkes 

and created either a personal 
response to their work, or a 

pastiche in the medium of their 
choice. 

Evie



In key stage 3 this fortnight, pupils have been producing their own
warm-ups as well as their own circuit training sessions. Many have
responded with some fantastic written work as can be seen. Some
have even pictured or videoed themselves leading their warm-
up! Check out Evie's intro to her circuit - phenomenal! Again, there
has been so many pieces of work submitted it's hard to show them
all. It has been great to see how some of you are keeping fit and
healthy - thanks for sending in your pictures and clips. Keep it up
folks!

Lots of staff at DMA putting in the exercise time. Healthy body, healthy mind. Miss Buchanan
once again tops the charts with the most time spent exercising - well done Miss! Mr Sayers
attempts to regain a top spot have faltered, losing out to Mr Smith in terms of distance
covered. Congratulations to Mrs Judd who put in the longest session with a BIG
run! Amazing! Will we see some new names appear next time? Keep it up everybody!



The final lesson of the term
was given over to our target-
based challenge. There
have been some fantastic
additions to our Padlet walls
with the DMA pupils
showing some great
skills! From soft toys being
thrown about to hockey in
the snow and a younger
sibling very surprised at her
sisters' achievement!



Parents’ Evenings

Year 7 Thursday 6 May 2021

Year 8 Thursday 25 March 2021

Year 9 Thursday 26 November 2020

Year 10 Thursday 4 February 2021

Year 11 Thursday 21 January 2021

Upcoming dates

Friday 12 February Last day before half term

Monday 22 February Return from half term

Thursday 25 March Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Term dates

Term Starts Ends

Autumn 1 7/8 September 2020 23 October 2020

Autumn 2 2 November 2020 18 December 2020

Spring 1 4 January 2021 12 February 2021

Spring 2 22 February 2021 26 March 2021

Summer 1 12 April 2021 28 May 2021

Summer 2 7 June 2021 21 July 2021


