
 

 

KS5 Curriculum 
Overview 

Criminology 
Exam Board & Syllabus:  
WJEC Level 3 Diploma 

 

Curriculum Intent 

The 4 WJEC diploma units will enable learners to demonstrate their understanding of different types of crime, perceptions of crime and why 
some crimes are unreported, provide an understanding of the criminal justice system from the moment a crime has been identified to the 
verdict.  Develop the understanding and skills needed to examine information in order to review the justice of verdicts in wide range of criminal 
cases.  
 
Students will also apply their understanding of the awareness of criminality and the reasons why crime is committed, criminological theories are 
studied in depth and the process of bringing the accused to court in order to evaluate the effectiveness of social control within the Police and 
Prison service to deliver criminal justice policy.  
The applied nature of the course demands learning related to authentic case studies which serves to inform and engage our students 
throughout the course.  It also requires learners to consider how the use and apply their learning and how this impacts on themselves and their 
future employment and further study within the area of Criminology. 
The applied purpose will also allow learners to learn in such a way that they develop a range of skills required for independent learning. 
Including transferable skills, such as problem solving, evaluation, analysis, project based research, wider reading, group discussion and 
presentating. 

 

What do students do with this knowledge or these skills? 

The main purpose of the WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is mainly to use the qualification to support access to higher education 
degree courses, such as:  BSc Criminology or BA Criminology, BA Criminology and Criminal Justice, BSc (Hons) Criminology and Psychology, 
LLB (Hons) Law with Criminology, BA (Hons) Criminology and Sociology, BA (Hons) Criminology,  BSc (Hons) Psychology and Sociology, BSc 
Criminology with Law. 
 



 

Alternatively, the qualification allows learners to gain the required understanding and skills to be able to consider employment within some 
aspects of the criminal justice system, e.g. the National Probation Service, the Courts and Tribunals Service or the National Offender Management 
Service. 

 

How does the KS5 curriculum build on that from KS4? 

The majority of students who choose Criminology at Athena will follow a two year diploma course which contains synoptic links to previous units. 
A 1 year certificate in Criminology is also possible for any students here for just year 12 or year 13. 

 

 

  



 

What new knowledge or skills are students taught? 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

Rationale 
for this 

sequencing 

The synoptic nature of the assessment for the Diploma is such that the sequence of units 
needs to be taught in this order. For example Unit 4 external exam has links to unit 1 , 2 and 
3 units in it. 

 

 

Additional support at home 

Additional reading 
for enjoyment, 

enhancement and extension 

 Athena has a Criminology Library with books to engage and enhance learning around the subject. 
 Extension /enhanced learning time - Open Learn courses Expected to start in summer term in yr 12 and complete more in 

year 13.  
 The meaning of crime 

 https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/the-meaning-crime/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab  

 Law making process in England and Wales  

 https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/the-law-making-process-england-and-wales/content-section-0?active-
tab=description-tab 

 Judges and the law 

 https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/judges-and-the-law/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab 

 Forensic Science and finger prints 

 https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-sports-psychology/health/forensic-science-and-fingerprints/content-section-0?active-
tab=description-tab 

 Forensic Psychology  

 https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-sports-psychology/forensic-psychology/content-section-overview-0?active-
tab=description-tab 

 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/the-meaning-crime/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/the-law-making-process-england-and-wales/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/the-law-making-process-england-and-wales/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/judges-and-the-law/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-sports-psychology/health/forensic-science-and-fingerprints/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-sports-psychology/health/forensic-science-and-fingerprints/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-sports-psychology/forensic-psychology/content-section-overview-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-sports-psychology/forensic-psychology/content-section-overview-0?active-tab=description-tab


 

Online resources 
to practice, consolidate and 

revise  

 Criminology Unit 1 – 4 Loads of Kahoots 
 Quizlet cards search for each unit  
 Tutor 2 U criminology  

Workbooks & revision 
guides 

to practice, consolidate and 
revise 

 Text book - Napier press Criminology Book 1 and Book 2 Robb Webb & Annie Townend  
 Printed Revision guides are given to students for Unit 2 and 4 assessment preparation by Teacher. 

 

https://create.kahoot.it/search-results/all?query=criminology&orderBy=relevance
https://quizlet.com/search?query=criminology&type=sets&useOriginal=
https://www.tutor2u.net/criminology/reference/wjec-level-3-applied-certificate-in-criminology-knowledge-organisers
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Criminology-Level-Applied-Certificate-Diploma/dp/1838271503/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1WVIX6XFP1SYL&keywords=robb+webb+criminology&qid=1686903617&sprefix=robb+webb+crimi%2Caps%2C648&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Criminology-Book-Level-Applied-Diploma/dp/1838271511/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/260-6631860-2668333?pd_rd_w=5hmh9&content-id=amzn1.sym.40f919ed-e530-4b1a-8d7e-39de6587208d&pf_rd_p=40f919ed-e530-4b1a-8d7e-39de6587208d&pf_rd_r=ECRV90EFRSWVQCWJ9HHF&pd_rd_wg=hIyVs&pd_rd_r=c1a78afb-b3d1-44c6-8206-e0db204afd87&pd_rd_i=1838271511&psc=1

