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Curriculum Intent 

At the end of Year 13, students will: 
 Identify and explain synoptic links across topics. 
 Have developed independent investigative and analytical skills. 
 Be able to engage critically with real world issue and places. 
 Be able to apply their geographical knowledge and skills to the world around them. 
 Be able to use skills of observation, measurement, geospatial mapping, data manipulation and statistics. 
 Undertake four days of fieldwork to collect data for their own Geographical investigation. 

 

What do students do with this knowledge or these skills? 

Students use their independent skills to research, plan and conduct their own geographical investigation. Students gain an awareness of contemporary 
global issues, the complex interrelationships which exist between the physical and human, and their place in it. Students use knowledge of synoptic links 
between all aspects of Geography to interpret key challenges facing the human and physical world. At A-Level, students use their knowledge to plan and 

undertake their own Geographical inquiry, to study their own area of interest within the discipline. 

 

How does the KS5 curriculum build on that from KS4? 

The curriculum builds on key concepts and ideas introduced at KS4 by developing students’ ability to identify and explain the synoptic links between all 
aspects of human and physical Geography. The curriculum uses knowledge of key concepts and introduces these to the systems model that is used across 

the study of Geography to fully understand the connections between the human and physical. 

 



 

 

What new knowledge or skills are students taught? 

Term Year 12 Year 13 

Autumn 
 Changing Places 

 Water and Carbon 

 NEA data collection and writing 

 Population and Environment 

Spring  Coasts  Global Systems and Governance 

Summer 
 Ecosystems 

 NEA (Non-Examined Assessment) prep 
 Consolidation 

Rationale 
for this 

sequencing 

Changing Places is concerned with the ways in which people engage with 
places, how they experience them and the qualities they ascribe to them. 
Students are able to gain an understanding of the way in which their own 
lives and those of others are affected by continuity and change. This is a 
fresh look at what Geography means to students. 
 
Water and Carbon Cycles highlights the interconnected nature of both 

Physical and Human Geography through exploring the cyclical relationships 
associated with water and carbon. Students contemplate the magnitude and 
complexity of the two cycles and their importance to human populations. 
Additionally, this introduces students to the systems approach to Geography. 
This equips them with the tools necessary to understand geographical 
theory throughout the course.  
 
We have chosen Coasts because coastal systems are relevant to the area, 
enabling students to draw on their own experience to extend and secure 
their geographical understanding. Students are able to use this knowledge 

and understanding to conduct their own fieldwork. 
 

The NEA is written in the first term of Y13 so that students can draw on the knowledge 
and understanding gained throughout Y12.  
 
Population and Environment is extremely topical and relevant to our students, exploring 
issues such as population trends, global diseases and major climatic changes. The topic 
introduces contemporary issues such as Antarctica as a global common, which links to 
themes studied I Ecosystems and Coasts. 
 
Global Systems and Governance allows students to explore their place in the world, 
through contemplation of complex global affairs such as increased interdependence. The 
topic gives students a fresh perspective on Geography and allows them to draw broad, 
synoptic links between other topics in the course. 



 

Ecosystems under stress is a highly relevant unit which explores the 

development and delicate nature of global and local ecosystems. With strong 
links to coasts and water and carbon, this unit helps to prepare students for 
their NEA data collection by teaching concepts which can be studied in the 
local area. 
 
The NEA is introduced at the end of Year 12 because this gives students 
time over the summer to consider their area of study in preparation for data 
collection in September.  
 

 

Additional support at home 

Additional reading 
for enjoyment, 

enhancement and extension 

 Why Geography Matters – Harm De Blij 
 Atlas of Improbable Places – Travis Elborough 
 How to Read Water – Tristan Gooley 
 Prisoners of Geography – Tim Marshall 
 The Earth: A Very Short Introduction – Martin Redfern 
 The Culture Map – Erin Meyer 

Online resources 
to practice, consolidate and 

revise  

 Internet Geography 
 CoolGeography 

Workbooks & revision 
guides 

to practice, consolidate and 
revise 

 OUP Revision Guide – Human 
 OUP Revision Guide – Physical 
 OUP Exam Practice Book 
 Hodder NEA Workbook 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Geography-Matters-Harm-Blij/dp/0199913749/ref=asc_df_0199913749/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310805555931&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4798931502634918294&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9045087&hvtargid=pla-487711544150&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Atlas-Improbable-Places-Journey-Unexpected/dp/0711264015/ref=asc_df_0711264015/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=500788247981&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4798931502634918294&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9045087&hvtargid=pla-1283688192141&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SCEPTRE-How-To-Read-Water/dp/1473665426/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2X4UMJ4PQUHS0&keywords=how+to+read+water&qid=1688973203&s=books&sprefix=how+to+read+water%2Cstripbooks%2C85&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Prisoners-Geography-Everything-Global-Politics/dp/1783962437/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1EFX4NLXEO3LW&keywords=prisoners+of+geography&qid=1688973249&s=books&sprefix=priso%2Cstripbooks%2C98&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Earth-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0192803077?ie=UTF8&refRID=0VXTG43HPGTQ0PY2V7FD&ref_=pd_bxgy_14_img_3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Culture-Map-Erin-Meyer-2016-01-21/dp/B01HC9V3RA/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1W9DPQVV7PCV0&keywords=erin+meyer&qid=1688973436&s=books&sprefix=erin+meyer%2Cstripbooks%2C89&sr=1-3
https://www.internetgeography.net/
https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Geography-Level-Human-Revision-Guide/dp/0198432690/ref=sr_1_11?crid=1H7V8Q1ET2ABH&keywords=oup+a-level+geography&qid=1688972847&s=books&sprefix=oup+a-level+geograph%2Cstripbooks%2C78&sr=1-11
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Geography-Level-Physical-Revision-Guide/dp/0198432666/ref=sr_1_14?crid=1H7V8Q1ET2ABH&keywords=oup+a-level+geography&qid=1688972865&s=books&sprefix=oup+a-level+geograph%2Cstripbooks%2C78&sr=1-14
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Level-Geography-Exam-Practice/dp/0198432585/ref=sr_1_8?crid=1H7V8Q1ET2ABH&keywords=oup+a-level+geography&qid=1688972865&s=books&sprefix=oup+a-level+geograph%2Cstripbooks%2C78&sr=1-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/level-Geography-Coursework-Workbook-investigation/dp/1510468773/ref=sr_1_2?crid=38X3X2XBRS1UJ&keywords=oup+a-level+geography+nea&qid=1688972895&s=books&sprefix=oup+a-level+geography+nea%2Cstripbooks%2C96&sr=1-2

