
 

 

KS5 Curriculum 
Overview 

Assessment 
Months in RED 

Criminology 
Exam Board & Syllabus:  
WJEC Level 3 Diploma 

 

Curriculum Intent 

The 4 WJEC diploma units will enable learners to demonstrate their understanding of different types of crime, perceptions of crime and why 
some crimes are unreported, provide an understanding of the criminal justice system from the moment a crime has been identified to the 
verdict.  Develop the understanding and skills needed to examine information in order to review the justice of verdicts in wide range of criminal 
cases.  
 
Students will also apply their understanding of the awareness of criminality and the reasons why crime is committed, criminological theories are 
studied in depth and the process of bringing the accused to court in order to evaluate the effectiveness of social control within the Police and 
Prison service to deliver criminal justice policy.  
The applied nature of the course demands learning related to authentic case studies which serves to inform and engage our students 
throughout the course.  It also requires learners to consider how the use and apply their learning and how this impacts on themselves and their 
future employment and further study within the area of Criminology. 
The applied purpose will also allow learners to learn in such a way that they develop a range of skills required for independent learning. 
Including transferable skills, such as problem solving, evaluation, analysis, project based research, wider reading, group discussion and 
presentating. 

 

What do students do with this knowledge or these skills? 



 

The main purpose of the WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is mainly to use the qualification to support access to higher education 
degree courses, such as:  BSc Criminology or BA Criminology, BA Criminology and Criminal Justice, BSc (Hons) Criminology and Psychology, 
LLB (Hons) Law with Criminology, BA (Hons) Criminology and Sociology, BA (Hons) Criminology,  BSc (Hons) Psychology and Sociology, BSc 
Criminology with Law. 
 
Alternatively, the qualification allows learners to gain the required understanding and skills to be able to consider employment within some 
aspects of the criminal justice system, e.g. the National Probation Service, the Courts and Tribunals Service or the National Offender Management 
Service. 

 

How does the KS5 curriculum build on that from KS4? 

As no students can study this subject at GCSE Level. The majority of students who choose Criminology at Athena will follow a two year diploma 
course which contains synoptic links to previous units. A 1 year certificate in Criminology is also possible for any students here for just year 12 
or year 13. 

 

 

  



 

What new knowledge or skills are students taught? 
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