
Newsletter

With only three weeks 
to go until half term our 

Year 11s are working 
hard to revise for their 

upcoming mocks. 
Please do join us for the 
revision cafes for MFL 
and PE this week for 

helpful tips and 
strategies to support.

Best wishes for the 
coming week,

Natalie

26 January 2026



Upcoming events & Notices

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday PSHE focus

Revision Cafe - MFL - 
The Bridge CWA Taster Sessions - 

Year 9

How do bank 
accounts, payslips 
and tax actually 
work?

Revision Cafe - PE - 
The Bridge

Notices
Don't forget DMA is a nut free school; please ensure packed lunches don't contain any items containing nuts.



Work of the Week

Excellent use of 
oracy to 
activate 

thinking in this 
GCSE PE lesson 



Upcoming events



Sports News
Tariq Refereeing Achievement 

COUNTY CUP REFEREEING FOR DMA TEAMS

Yr 11 student Tariq enjoyed his lunch time Dominoes 
today, as a huge thank you from the PE department for 
his hours given to referring games at home.

He has been so impressive and calm when officiating 
and given hours of his time to allow our home fixtures 
to run so smoothly. We have a great future referee on 
our hand here!

Mr Walker



Sports News
Yr 8 County Cup Boys Football

YR 8 EXIT COUNTY CUP 1/4 FINAL

In a game where the boys genuinely played 
very well, they were unlucky to exit the 
County Cup today. Cliff Park took two very 
good chances and stole the game late on. 
Good luck Cliff Park in the next round.

Mr Walker



Sports News
Norfolk County Cross Country Meeting

COUNTY CROSS COUNTRY RUNNERS 
IMPRESS

We were delighted to take four students to 
the County Cross country meeting, taking 
place at Wymondham College. Our four 
runners qualified at the District event, and 
represented West-Norfolk tremendously 
well. Well done all!

Mr Southam



Insight Discover

On Wednesday last week, Year 8 students taking part in the Insight 
Discover program spent the day at Cambridge University. Students 
learned about what life is like at university, what the differences are 
and how to apply for courses. Students got the chance to experience 
two of Cambridge's 31 colleges. They had lunch at Queen's College 
and spent the afternoon exploring Christ's College which was home 
to Charles Darwin. The students were engaged and enthusiastic 
throughout the day and were truly a credit to DMA. Well done 
everyone!



SEND update
Dear Parents and Carers,

As part of our ongoing commitment to ensuring that all examination access arrangements remain fully compliant with the latest Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) 
regulations, we are writing to update you on the way we will be supporting students who experience visual stress or benefit from colour differentiation during assessments. 
Please note that these changes will not affect students currently in Year 11.

JCQ guidance (JCQ-AARA-2025_FINAL.pdf) requires centres to ensure that any modifications to examination papers are evidence-based, appropriate, and represent the least 
intrusive adjustment necessary for the candidate. In line with this national guidance, we will be standardising our approach and will no longer routinely provide coloured paper 
as the primary method of support.

What this means in practice:

Use of overlays or tinted glasses (first-line support)
For students who experience visual stress or who find colour differentiation helpful, the JCQ recognises coloured overlays and tinted lenses as suitable aids. These will 
therefore form the first-line provision. Overlays can be provided by the school, and these supports are fully permitted in all examinations.

Cream paper for students who experience glare or difficulty with white paper
Where a student has a documented difficulty specifically related to white paper, cream paper and cream exercise books may be provided. This aligns with JCQ guidance on 
using minimal but effective visual adjustments.

Coloured paper (exceptional circumstances only)
The use of coloured exam papers will only be considered where there is clear, robust evidence demonstrating that overlays, tinted glasses, and neutral-coloured paper do not 
meet the student’s needs. Such cases are expected to be rare and must comply fully with JCQ criteria.

Why the change is necessary

JCQ regulations require centres to use adjustments that are consistent, reliable, and clearly justified. Moving to this standardised model ensures that all students receive 
support that is both appropriate to their needs and fully compliant with JCQ expectations regarding paper modifications.

By prioritising overlays, tinted lenses, and neutral paper, we can ensure a stable and regulation-based approach that continues to support students effectively while maintaining 
the integrity of the examination process.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

Jake Lawrence

Assistant Headteacher / SENDCo / Designated Teacher for Children in Care 
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Achievement outside of School 

Well done to Olivia following her awards evening for St 
John's Cadet’s.  She won a silver medal for her Diagnosing 
exam which saw her being met with a casualty 
unconscious on the floor and had to assess and treat the 
casualty. Olivia was awarded a silver out of the entire troop! 
She also won 5 topic certificates and badges, like badges at 
Scouts and won her Bronze medal on route to her Grand 
Prior's award. Which is a little like her Bronze DofE award 
which she's also working towards at school!.  Well done 
Olivia for working so hard both in and out of school, to 
achieve your goals. 



Year 9 Pathways

• It was great to see so many of you at our pathways event last week
• We completed three talks and spoke to over 150 families
• Please check out the pathways page on our website for other 

information - KS4 Pathways - Downham Market Academy
• Contact Miss Lopez, Mrs Purkiss or Mrs Southam if you have any 

questions 

https://dma.tela.org.uk/life-at-dma/ks4-pathways/
https://dma.tela.org.uk/life-at-dma/ks4-pathways/
https://dma.tela.org.uk/life-at-dma/ks4-pathways/


STEM webinar – Yr 9 & 10



 DMA BOOK CLUB 
 What is Book Club?

Come along to:

Read your favourite books

Discover new stories & genres

Share recommendations with friends

Enjoy independent reading or small group discussions

Build confidence and strengthen one of life’s most crucial skills: reading

Relax, unwind, and celebrate the joy of books 

 When? Thursday’s: 15:15 – 16:00 pm

 Where? The School Library

 Why join? Because reading isn’t just about school - it’s about imagination, creativity, and finding stories that matter to you.

 No pressure. No homework. Just books.
 Drop in anytime - bring a friend.

 No need to sign up beforehand.

See you there!  

Love books? 
Curious about 
reading? Or just 
want a chill place 
to relax?
Book Club is for 
everyone - from 
passionate readers 
to those just getting 
started!



Music News

• Local resident Jim Pontin visited us recently with a very generous donation for 
the Music Department: a range of PA equipment as well as some very useful 
stands and cables. Jim has a history of performing in the area but has reached 
the point where the equipment has been gathering dust and not likely to see 
any future use. We are overwhelmed by the kindness of his donation and will 
see that the equipment is put to good use for the benefit of our students.

• If you have any musical instruments or equipment that you would like to re-
home, please do get in touch with Mr Saul, psaul@dma.tela.org.uk At the 
moment we are on the lookout for electric guitars and amplifiers.

• We are also looking for someone locally who is able to make repairs to guitars 
and amplifiers.

mailto:psaul@dma.tela.org.uk


Thank you…..

• The Fashion and Textiles club would like to say a huge thank you to High Haven, Downham Market, who 
made a massive donation of textiles and craft materials this week. We are really excited to get up and 
running with some fantastic new projects - watch this space for the rising stars of the future!



Celebrating success

Year 7

Our PD Tutors see our Year 7 students 
every day and know them very well.

If you need to contact them about any 
issues or to pass on any 

information: their email address is:

firstinitalsurname@dma.tela.org.uk

E.g.:

alocke@dma.tela.org.uk

Year 8
It's great to be back at 

DMA, having completed my 
duties at Chesterton (one of our 

sister schools) over the past three 
weeks.  More importantly, it is 

lovely to see you all and hear about 
the great things that have 

happened while I have been away.

Year 9
      Thank you to everyone who has 

completed their options form.  Don’t 
worry, we still have plenty of time as the 
deadline is the 23rd February.  If you are 
unsure, please do come speak to Miss 
Lopez or Mrs Purkiss.  This is an exciting 
time and we will try and support as best 
we can.  All the info for the pathways can 
be found on our website at KS4 
Pathways - Downham Market Academy

Year 10
On Wednesday 28 January, some of 
our Year 10 students will be visiting 
RAF Marham as part of the Jet Blue 

Skies project. An exciting 
opportunity to explore aviation and 

future career pathways!!

Year 11

As we approach our second set of  mock 
exams, we are offering more 

revision opportunities.

We have 2 Revision Cafe's this week: MFL on 
Wednesday and GCSE PE on Thursday. Also, 

there is the opportunity for students to study 
independently in The Bridge Tuesday and 

Thursday from 3-4pm
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Sixth form News

• Athena is looking forward to welcoming applicants for their Post 
16 guidance interviews in the week beginning February 9th. Details 
about when and where the interviews will take place will be sent 
out to students next week. 

• Any students from Downham Market Academy who have not yet 
applied and would like to make an application to our college, 
please do so as soon as possible to be included in the guidance 
interviews. If you would like any more information about Athena 
Sixth form, please contact Mrs Daw [hdaw@dma.tela.org.uk] or 
Mrs Middleton [mmiddleton@tela.org.uk]. 
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